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Tundra. The lemming, which lives and feeds beneath the
snow during winter, is eaten by birds and animals in the
summer. The fox is generally found on higher ground, feeding
on lemmings, birds, and eggs. The hare too keeps to the
higher parts of the Tundra.
Among the forest animals which migrate into the Tundra
are the glutton, brown bear, fox, and vole, while practically
all the birds are migratory, since they cannot withstand the
severe northern winter.
The dog and the reindeer alone make any kind of human
life possible. The deer is able to feed upon mosses, which
remain during the winter under the thin cover of snow. Since
the deer wanders about and migrates in search of food, and
since he has to avoid the swarms of mosquitoes which make
life unbearable during the summer months, man too must
lead at least a semi-nomadic life. Along the estuary of the
Yenessei, where driftwood is available for fuel, there are
permanent settlements. Here fishing, goose-hunting, and
trapping form the main occupations, and the dog is the chief
domestic animal.
Throughout regions where there is not sufficient food for
the reindeer the dog is invaluable. The native dog is fed
almost entirely upon fish. The rivers teem with fish during
the summer, and they can be caught through holes in the
ice during the winter. Very often, however, fish are caught
during the summer and then allowed to freeze in great heaps
during the autumn, thus providing a permanent supply of food
for the dogs for the remainder of the year. Apart from its
value as a means of transport, however, the deer is superior
to the dog in that the former may also supply food, clothing,
'and shelter.
THE TAIGA, OR CONIFEROUS FOREST ZONE
The forests of the U.S.S.R. occupy about 38 per cent, of
its surface, the coniferous forests alone comprising about one-
third of the forest lands of the world, extending 3600 miles
from west to east and 600 miles from north to south. In
Siberia almost the whole of the land is covered by trees, and.